WHITMAN

Hence the atmosphere which it breathes and
effuses is that of real things, real men and women.
It has not the perfume of the distilled and concen-
trated, but the all but impalpable odor of the open
air, the shore, the wood, the hilltop. It aims, not
to be a book, but to be a man.

Its purpose is to stimulate and arouse, rather
than to soothe and satisfy. It addresses the char-
acter, the intuitions, the ego, more than the: intel-
lect or the purely (esthetic faculties. Its end is
not taste, but growth in the manly virtues and
powers.

Its religion shows no trace of theology, or the
conventional pietism.

It aspires to a candor and a directness like that
of Nature herself,

It aims to let Nature speak without check; with
original energy. The only checks are those which
health and wholeness demand.

Its standards are those of the natural universal.

Its method is egocentric. The poet never goes
out of himself, but draws everything into himself
arid makes it all serve to illustrate his personality,

Its form is not what is called arlislic. Its .sug-
gestion is to be found in organic nature, in trees,
clouds, and in the vital and flowing currents.

In its  composition   the  author  was  doubtless
greatly influenced by the opera and the great sing
ers, and the music of (he great composers,   Hu sacred history to find a parallel ease.
